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Foreword

ISO (the International Organization for Standardization) and IEC (the International Electrotechnical
Commission) form the specialized system for worldwide standardization. National bodies that are
members of ISO or IEC participate in the development of International Standards through technical
committees established by the respective organization to deal with particular fields of technical
activity. ISO and IEC technical committees collaborate in fields of mutual interest. Other international
organizations, governmental and non-governmental, in liaison with ISO and IEC, also take part in the
work. In the field of information technology, ISO and IEC have established a joint technical committee,
ISO/IEC]TC 1.
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critexia needed for
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The procedures used to develop this document and those intended for its furthe
described in the ISO/IEC Directives, Part 1. In particular the different approva
the different types of document should be noted. This document was drafted/in“accorda
editorial rules of the ISO/IEC Directives, Part 2 (see www.iso.org/directivesy.

Details of any patentrights identified during the development of thed Nenbwi the Introduction
and/or on the ISO list of patent declarations received (see www.i R

For an explanation on the meaning of ISO\spectifi ions related to conformity
assessment, as well as information about ISO’s adherence S pririciples in the Technical Barriers
to Trade (TBT) see the following URL: Foreword - eIme information

The committee responsible for t , Information technology, SC 35, User
interfaces.
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Introduction

This Technical Report defines general mechanisms to specify cultural conventions, and it defines formats
for a number of specific cultural conventions in the areas of character classification and conversion,
sorting, number formatting, monetary formatting, date formatting, message display, addressing of
persons, postal address formatting, and telephone number handling.

There are a number of benefits coming from this Technical Report:

Rigid specification: Using this Technical Report, a user can rigidly specify a number of the cultural
conventions that apply to the information technology environment of the user.

Cultural adaptability: If an application has been designed and built in 2
the application may use the specifications as data to its APIs, and thas

supplied from the user or provided by tt
adaptation becomes uniform.

Anumber of cultural co

with this TechnicghRepg
also new o*@» itd
of information provigdé

services to the user

ISO/IEC 1064 ore classification of characters, transliteration, dual (multi) currency support,
enhanced date an me formatting, personal name writing, postal address formatting, telephone
number handling, kéyboard handling, and management of categories. There is enhanced support for
character sets including ISO/IEC 2022 handling and an enhanced method to separate the specification
of cultural conventions from an actual encoding via a description of the character repertoire employed.
A standard set of values for all the categories has been defined covering the repertoire of ISO/IEC 10646.
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Information technology — Specification methods for
cultural conventions

1 Scope

This Technical Report specifies description formats and functionality for the specification of cultural
conventions, description formats for character sets, and description formats for binding character
names to ISO/IEC 10646, plus a set of default values for some of these items

with ISO/IEC 9945.

2 Normative references

The following referenced documents 3
references, only the edition cited app
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